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SOUTH AUSTRALIA SEASON 1967-68 


SCOPE This Bulletin shows details of the South Australian cereal and hay 
harvests for the year ended 31 March 1968 as obtained from the annual 
collection of Agricultural and Pastoral Statistics. 


SHASONAL Unusually dry conditions in April 1967, inadequate general rains in all 

CONDITIONS but a few areas during May, continuing dry conditions in June and 
patchy rainfall during July which varied from a few points in some areas 
to above average in others caused wide variations in seeding dates. 


Following useful rains in all areas during August the favourable con- 
ditions early in September and October were offset by the hot dry and windy finish 
to these months. Cereal production was substantially reduced by the dry start and 
finish to the season. 


Harvesting, which commenced in late October, has seldom been made so 
early or with so little interruption. 


Rainfall over cereal growing areas during the growing period April to 
November 1967 was 6.37 inches, compared with the average for these areas of 12.75 
inches. 


SUMMARY Reports at the beginning of the season indicated that farmers intended 

OF AREA to sow approximately 3,324,000 acres of wheat, 1,312,000 acres of 

AND YIELDS barley, and 1,144,000 acres of oats. The areas actually sown were 
2,952,000 acres to wheat - a decrease of 65,000 acres on the previous 
year, 1,266,000 acres to barley - an increase of 84,000 acres on the 

previous year, and 969,000 acres to oats - an increase of 12,000 acres. 


The wheat crop of 26.9 million bushels harvested from 2.9 million 
acres was only half of the 53.8 million bushels harvested from approximately 3 per 
cent greater acreage in the 1966-67 season. The barley production of 12.4 million 
bushels was 11.3 million bushels less than that for the previous year, while the 
production of 13.3 million bushels of oats was 7.0 million bushels less than that 
harvested in the 1966-67 season. 


The estimate of the combined yields of wheat, barley, and oats, for 
1967-68 contained in my bulletin issued in January of this year was 41.5 million 
bushels, Actual yield for these three cereals was 42.6 million bushels - 45.2 
million bushels less than in 1966-67: 


Dre: 


TABLE 1 - CEREAL HARVEST, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1967-68 


Production 
For Grain 


‘000 Acres *000 Bushels 
Bushels 


Wheat | ‘ e. 26,898 .9 9-39 
Barley ; ee Sed) 10.70 
Oats 3,298.9 6.29 
Rye A 196.6 3-40 
Field peas : 60.9 3.67 


‘OOO Tons Tons 
Hay 418-0 0:97 


(a) Includes area sown for hay and forage. 
(b>) Includes crops which failed. 


AREAS SOWN The following table shows acreages sown for all purposes (grain, 
FOR ALL hay, and forage) for the seasons 1964-65 to 1967-68 together with 
PURPOSES farmers' estimates of areas which they intended sowing for the 
current 1968-69 season, The greatest area ever sown to wheat in 
South Australia was 4,507,213 acres in 1930-31. The area of barley 
increased steadily until 1958-59 when it nearly equalled that sown to wheat but 
since then areas sown to barley have fallen relative to areas sown to wheat. 


TABLE 2 - AREAS SOWN FOR ALL PURPOSES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


1966-67 1967-68 | 1968-69(a) 


Acres 


2,772,360 | 2,797,866 | 3,016,577 | 2,951,988 | 3,704,226 
15134,794 | 1,150,222 | 1,181,945 | 1,266,208 | 1,579,754 
950,835 970,936 957, 699 969,382 | 1,023,795 
51,273 13,639 66, 685 68,115 (>) 
Field peas 36,468 32,916 30, 341 18,043 23,466 


(a) Acreages advised in the autumn as those intended to be sown in 1968-69 
season. 
(b) Not available. 


WHEAT The wheat harvest for 1967-68 was 26,916,573 bushels less than the 
harvest of the previous year. During the 28 years to 1957-58 areas 
sown to wheat for grain declined generally from 4 million acres to 

1.3 million but since 1957-58 this trend has been reversed. The area of wheat 

sown for grain in 1967-68 totalled 2.9 million acres. The best average yield was 

23.56 bushels per acre in 1960-61. 

Areas, yields, and yields per acre relating to South Australian 
wheat production for the years 1963-64 to 1967-68 are shown below. 


1967-68 


Total area 2,848,690 2,772,360 | 2,797,866 3,016,577 2,951,988 
Grain area | 2,802,258 2,726,826 2,744,863 | 2,960,275 

Production bushel [53,971,269 |52,817,049 139,976,134 153,815,500 

Yield/acre bushel 19.26 19.37 14.56 18.18 


r 
| 
| 


Beacon 
Bencubbin (a) 
Claymore 
Dirk (a) 
Falcon 

Gabo 
Gamenya 
Heron 
Insignia (a) 
Javelin (a) 
Mengavi. 
Olympic 
Pinnacle 
Quadrat 
Rapier (a) 
Raven 

Sabre 
Scimitar (a) 
Sherpa 
Stockade 
Wongoondy 
Yande 

Other (b) 


Total area 2 


(3) Includes back cross. 
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Varieties of wheat sown for all purposes for the years 1965-66 to 
4967-68 are shown in the following table, 


TABLE 4 - WHAT: 


PINE 
15,340 
47,601 

208,097 

3,803 

384, 202 
60,171 

489,066 


1,045,017 


13, 569 
5944 
(Siision 
595502 
2,805 
11,522 
94,378 
221,826 
10,420 
2,864 
3,047 
AO, 223 
4,534 
61,745 


» 197,866 


64,624 


3,016,577 | 2,951,988 400.00 400.00 400.00 


VARIETIES SOWN, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


879,554 
923,802 
3,858 
Ssoec 

A T4310 
54.146 
A283 
3,124 
174,579 
1353303 
aa teN 
1,729 
6.962 
26,720 
ea Ht i) 
63,450 


(o>) Includes unspecified varieties. 


BARLEY 


acre in 


4958-59. 


1966-67 


0.05 
0.51 
1-06 
5.82 
0.16 
9091 
6.23 
23.44 
34.38 
0.13 
0.19 
0.66 
1.91 
0.09 
0. 16 
5°19 
5.66 
0.08 
0.07 
0.21 
1-27 
0.08 
2.14 
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Per Cent 


Proportion of Total Area 


4967-68 


0.04 
0.46 
0:80 
4.82 
0.26 
7-85 
7.86 

29.80 

341.28 
0.13 
0.11 
0.59 
1.83 
0.04 
0.14 
5.91 
4.59 
0.07 
0.06 
0.24 
0.91 
0.09 
2.15 


The barley production for 1967-68 of 12,379,545 bushels averaged 10.70 
The highest production recorded was 42,233,118 
bushels in 1960-61, and the best average yield was 28.27 bushels per 


bushels per acre. 


The following table shows details relating to South Australian 
barley production for the years 1963-64 to 1967-68. 


Particulars | 


Total erea | 
Grain area 

Production 
ielid/acre 


Unit 
eS ed ee 
acre 

i acre 

| bushel 
bushel 


1963-64 


1,164,561 

1,123,104 

24,336,555 
24.67 


1964-65 | 


1,134,794 

1,094, 740 

26,931,735 
24.60 


4,150,222 


18,514, 200 


TABLE 5 ~ BARLEY: AREA AND PRODUCTION, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


1965-66 | 1966-67 

1,181,945 

| 1,106,958 

23,697,594 
21.41 


16.86 


1967-68 


1,266, 208 

| 1,156,629 

| 12,379,545 
40.70 


The area of barley sown for grain in 1967-68 totalled 4,156,629 
acres, 1,096,868 acres of 2 row yielding 11,887,065 bushels and 59,761 acres of 6 
row yielding 492,480 bushels. 


oe 151 


The varieties of barley sown for all purposes for the years 1965-66 
to 1967-68 are shown below. 


TABLE 6 - BARLEY; VARIETIES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Proportion of Total Area 


1965-66 [1966-67 | 1967-66 


Per Cent 


Variety 


2 Row - Maltworthy 64,911 
Noyep 830512; 
Prior Toso 
Other 2 Row 5220) : . 
6 Row - All kinds 65,906 81,601 4.87 558. 6.44 
Total area 1511505222 1518415945 4,266, 208 100.00 100.00 100.00 
OATS The oats production for 1967-68 was 3,298,905 bushels from 524,868 


acres, a yield of 6.29 bushels per acre. Record production in 
South Australia was 11,992,155 bushels in 1958-59 when the record 
average yield of 24.93 bushels per acre was obtained. 


Details of oats production in South Australia for the years 1963-64 
to 1967-68 are shown below. 


TABLE 7 - OATS: AREA AND PRODUCTION, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


Total area 956, 336 950,835 957,699 969, 382 

Grain area 500,650 443,794 508, 845 524,868 
| Production 95149, 149 8,976,907 10,275,969 3,298,905 
| Yield/acre 18.27 20.23 20.19 6.29 


Varieties of oats sow for all purposes for the seasons 1965-66 to 
4967-68 are as follows: 


TABLE 8 -— OAT. 3 VARIETIES, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
1965-66 | 1966-67 1965-66 | 1966-67 | 1967-68 


Per Cent 


65 


Variety 


Algerian 
Avon 
Ballidu 
Ful ghum 
Kent 
Kherson (incl. Early) 
Kurrajong 

New Zealand Cape 
Orient 

Other (incl. unspec. ) 


40,550 


3.74 


Total area 


TABLE 9 - CEREALS FOR GRAIN : ARMA AND PRODUCTION, COUNTIES AND DIVISIONS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1967-68 


Wheat Barley Oats Rainfall | 
DIVISION Yield | Yield Yield (a) 
and Production per ; Area Production per Area Production , per 
County Acre Acre : £ove 
Acres Bushels bushels Acres Bushels Bushels Acres Bushels |Bushels | Inches 
if | 
CENTRAL . | | 
Adelaide 4,916 37,581 | 7-64 12,488 232,590 | 18.63 2,250 23,019 | 10.23 | 9.30 
Carnarvon 27519 50,154 | 19.48 4,863 OOSITIN 220652 15,964 417,990 | 26.19 | 9.27 
Eyre B35A76 1315484 3.93 55741 18,903 3.29 7,852 30,297 3.86 | 4.77 
Fergusson 448268) |)22,044,005. tees 23359857 | ss0ess 0D] 1os49 6,057 72,831 | 12.02 | 7-53 
Gawler 102,494 644,352 6.29 59,275 212,340 3.58 15, 266 25,494 1.67 | bya )s) 
Hindmarsh 4,560 54,927 2 10, 284 140,739 | 13.69 7,398 406,947 | 14.46 | 8.37 
Light 55,698 D195 453 ©) 21,406 152,703 Teac: 19,969 | 134,088 6.71 | 6.84 
Sturt 46,753 236,184 | 5 29,926 435,846 | 4.54 104043 | 335414 3233 | 5.34 
LOWER NORTH | | 
Burra & Kimberley 24,802 183,822 25.118 9,384 4,43 9,204 36,234 3.94 | 5.50 
Daly 239.414 | 35.1:505843 412,642 eA TOGMIE AoR62 22,843 | 125,922 5.51 | 5.87 
Stanley 165,363 | 45,572,318 AA, 4410 22 to. 5.52 33,830 233, 766 6.91 | 6.65 
Victoria 136,823 | 15.294, 767 Bae) 247,557 6.52 21,194 93931 4.41 | 5 +85 | 
UPPER NORTH | 
Dalhousie 62,447 605, 004 3951 23923) 25594 9,354 57,498 a 4.99 | 
Frome 96,862 |} 4,232,718 T, 309 74,085.|. 10.14 1,380 58 3114 , 6.62 | 
Newcastle 5, 264 46,551 257 15935 1853 472 2,070 (b) | 
Other Counties A i20 8,442 320 355300) 1) 10u3A 947 A320 (b) 


SOUTH HASTERN 


| 

| Buckingham 53,381 467,316 9,092 74,319 | 8:18 | 34,247 255,999 
| Cardwell 9,225 41,088 11,438 94,170 | 8.23 4,730 27,594 
| Grey 571 8,670 2,166 40,761] 18.82 2,014 31,098 
| MacDonnell 5,239 645233 3,949 40,698 | 10.34 149 327 135, 786 
| Robe 1,833 15,582 2,444 24,882 94,071 


10.18 6; 167 


ea 


DIVISION 


WESTERN 


Bosanquet 
Buxton (incl. York) 
Dufferin 
Flinders 
Hopetoun 
Jervois 
Kintore 

Le Hunte 
Musgrave (c) 
Robinson, 
Way 


MURRAY MALLE 
Albert 
Alfred 
Buce Leuckh 
Chandos 
Hamley (incl. Young) 
Russell 


DIVISIONS 
Central 
Lower North 
Upper North 
south Eastern 
Western (c) 
Murray Mallee 


Outside of Counties 


TOTAL STATE 


re) 


AT 
6755 
442, 
2, 308, 


TABLE 9 - CKHREALS FOR GRAIN : ARHA AND PRODUCTION 
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COUNTIES AND DIVISIONS, 


(5285 
28,583 
452,373 
70, 680 


494 


35,838 


377,840 
193,851 
11,843 
29,089 
224,556 
349.450 
uded in gouty Waograve =o 


P39 [1,156,609 


(a) Rainfall over agricultival areas during the crop growing period April to November 
obtained by averaging recorded rainfall at 
average of the results so obtained for each county in the division weighted by area under crop. 
b) Not regarded as crop growing area. 
:>) Includes Outside cf Counties. 

na. not available. 
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RYE During 1967-68 the area of rye sown for all purposes was 68,115 
acres. The 57,868 acres sown for grain yielded 196,590 bushels at 
an average yield per acre of 3.40 busheis. 


FIELD From 16,606 acres planted for aoe in the 1967-68 season 60,944 
PRAS bushels were reaped, an average of 3.67 bushels per acre. In the 
4966-67 season 305,905 bushels were obtained from 28,679 acres. In 
the autumn, farmers indicated that they intended sowing 23, 466 acres 
in 1968-69 for grain or green forage. 
Of the 18,043 acres sown in 1967-68 for all purposes 3,381 acres 
were sown to Collegian, 7,715 acres to Dun, 6,454 acres to White Brunswick, and 
493 acres to other varieties. 


TABLE 10 - RYE, FIELD PEAS AND HAY: AREA AND PRODUCTION 


STATISTICAL DIVISIONS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1967-68 


Field Peas 


Production Production 


Bushels 


Production 


Bushels 


Tons 


| Murray Mailee 


Central 6, 264 6,716 28, 303 169, 200 

Lower North 8,397 9,356 31,662 1 40,409 
| Upper North | 10,933 
| South Eastern 4,662 443} 483 423,088 
| Western (a) 7,065 6 220 30, 302 
| 173,202 576 44,114 
| 


Total State 


(a) Includes "Outside of Counties" 


HAY The production of hay in 1967-58 was 418,046 tons from 429, 026 acres. 
A summary of areas and production of hay for the years 1963-64 to 
1967-68 is shown below, 


TABLE 11 - HAY: AREA AND PRODUCTION, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


| Particulars 


Area = 
Wheaten 40,772 
Oaten 140,666 
Other 16%, 
Total 
| 


Production = 
Wheaten 


Yield per acre- 
Wheaten 


CEREALS 
USED ON 
FARMS 


The following table shows details of cereals and hay used on 
farms for seed and feed purposes during the years 1966-67 and 
1967~68. 


TABLE 12 - CEREALS USED ON FARMS, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


1966-67 | 1967-68 

| Unit 

| seed Feed H Seed Feed 

| bushel a 1923270. 100,770: | 3,102,576 7108 130 

| bushel | 1,324,846 25625,491. if Agaedsed> ll +2, 7485207 
bushel 1,073,406 3,599,179 | 1,064,877 3,653,589 
ton o 445,558 °° 457,156 | 


Farmers have reported that 3,125,775 bushels of wheat, 1,403,481 bushels 


of barley and 675,927 bushels of oats were retained on farms for 1968 seeding. 711,861 
bushels of wheat, 2,225,301 bushels of barley and 1,508,676 bushels of oats were being 
kept for feed purposes. Stocks of hay held on farms in March 1968 amounted to 267,677 
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